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OUR WORK
LAYING THE FOUNDATIONS FOR HEALTHY COMMUNITIES AT EVERY STAGE OF LIFE

Our vision is an empowered community free of disease and
poverty, where people live without fear of hunger, danger and
violence
Tholulwazi Uzivikele is a registered Non
Profit and Public Benefit Organization
located in Manguzi, KwaNgwanase. We
provide valuable services to communities in
need in a remote region of far northern
KwaZulu-Natal which borders Mozambique.
There is very little industry in the area and
unemployment is high. We commenced our
work in the region in the mid 90’s to address
the overwhelming HIV epidemic affecting 4
in 10 people in the community and resulting
in thousands of orphaned children.
We have grown considerably in both capacity
and experience and today provide a number
of developmental programs targeting all age
groups and relevant to our community.
To date, our funding has come
predominantly from both local international
agencies such as the Nelson Mandela
Children’s Fund & Mac Aids who are
committed to uplifting under resourced
communities.
AVERAGE ANNUAL BENEFICIARIES
Pre-school children
1350
Caregivers
772
Youth
5800
Learners
11,754

Being an NGO operating in a rural and
impoverished region of the Province, we aim
to capacitate the organization through
meaningful collaborations and partnerships.
This year we have visited a number of
organizations to share knowledge and build
mutually beneficial relationships. We will be
exploring program and partner opportunities
to increase our reach and effectiveness.
Our programs and services focus on:









Early childhood development
Anti-substance abuse
Community Care and HBC
Adolescent HIV support
Teenage pregnancy awareness
Life Skills
Savings and Credit Groups
Social Justice

Tholulwazi is committed to providing
programs which assist the community to
lead its own development at every stage of
life. The programs can be seen as building
blocks which lay foundations for healthier
more sustainable communities.

Life Skills Beneficiaries and TU Staff

Thank you
We thank you for your interest and
support of our services. We trust that this
publication will provide you with insight
into Tholulwazi and the invaluable work
we are undertaking in one of the poorest
and under-resourced communities.

With your support we aim to bring
renewed hope to individuals and
meaningful change to communities in
need.
Thank you,
Mgcini Mlangeni
Director
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Our work

Early Childhood Development (ECD)
Through our ECD Program, support is provided to
children, many of whom have been affected by
HIV/Aids. During 2015 we collaborated closely
with Save the Children to establish the
KwaNgwanase ECD Forum. The Forum now has
83 member organizations where knowledge and
good ECD practices are shared. The initiative,
which will assist to raise the standard of care and
teaching practices, is well supported by the many
informal ECD operators in our area.
Implementation partners: Tembe Tribal Authority, Save the
Children.



Community Care & HBC

Treatment support both through direct observed
treatment (DOTS) as well as encouraging health
seeking behaviour, education of family based
primary carers are current capacity, though
poorly resources. Tholulwazi Uzivikele currently
oversees 130 CHW’s, trained by the Department
of Health in palliative care (2006). ), as well as
training from senior nursing staff at Manguzi
Hospital in HIV/AIDS and TB-DOTS (2006), and
MDR TB (2009). The CHW’s have also been
trained in Emotional healing as part of an ongoing programme to provide support to
vulnerable children in the community. With
regards to the CHW’s scope of service, they
provide Home Care, Sanitation care, Wound care,
Health and Hygiene training and education as
well as food security. Approximately 3000 home
visits are conducted monthly. Through the
CHW’s Tholulwazi Uzivikele will provide two
levels of treatment support
Implementation partner: Manguzi Hospital
Our network: Woza Moya, One Voice SA, Save the Children,
LIMA, CREATE. Government Partner: Dept. of Education, CWP



Adolescent HIV Support

This Tholulwazi program aims to address the
stigma and misconceptions related to HIV. Many
adolescents growing up in Kwa Ngwanase,
though born with HIV, do not know their status
despite having been on ARV’s for years. Families
are reluctant and often feel unqualified to address
the topic. Through the program we provide a safe
and informed environment to discuss important
issues. Our initial workshops are attended by
parents or guardians and currently 40 affected
adolescents attend the monthly support group
workshops.
Implementation partner: Tembe Tribal Authority Our network:
RAPCAN, Government partners: Departments of
Education and Health
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Teenage Pregnancy Awareness
KZN has some of the highest rates of teenage
pregnancy in South Africa. One in every ten
women reporting for ante-natal care is under
the age of 18. Many young girls fall for older
men, many of whom have had multiple sexual
partners and are at higher risk of being HIV
positive. In our marginalized community, the
young girls are often seduced by gifts and
empty promises.
Many young girls find themselves pregnant,
without financial or emotional support from
the fathers. Often also ostracized from their
family. To address this tragic situation, our
school facilitators run interactive forum theatre
in schools across the region. Participating in
role play, the children start to understand the
power of their decisions and the consequences
of their actions.
Implementation partners: RAPCAN, ADCID, One Voice
SA, Tembe Tribal Authority.
Government partner: Department of Education


Life Skills
There is little motivation in a community where
almost every adult in your village is
unemployed. Through our structured 4-week
Life Skills training course we aim to inspire
these marginalized youth; to encourage them
to return to their studies, secure employment –
even volunteering – or to start their own
business enterprise. The course also incorporates
practical information such as negotiating
relationships and safer sex, dealing with grief and
working together to develop their communities.
We have trained more than 1000 young people in
Life Skills and many of these graduates have gone
on to complete schooling, set up initiatives or
pursue university degrees.
Implementation partners: World Changers Academy, Catalyx
Tembe Tribal Authority. Government partner: NYDA, EPWP


Anti-Substance Abuse
The National Drug Master Plan 2013 – 2017
emphasize an integrated and balanced
approach to addressing the substance abuse
problem. This approach is underpinned by
three responses or strategies to substance use
and abuse, and TU focuses on demand
reduction or reducing the need for substances
through prevention that includes educating
potential users, making the use of substances
culturally undesirable (such as was done with
tobacco) and imposing restrictions on the use
of substances.
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To date, over 200 students have completed the
course and have gone on to establish a variety
of industries-hair salons, day care centres,
restaurants, tuck shops and agricultural
projects.
Implementation partners: DBSP, Tembe Tribal Authority
Our network: Lulisandla Kumntwana, Zisize



Savings and Credit Groups

Having access to credit is vital in any community.
For people living in rural communities it enables
them to plan for a better future, however bank
accounts are not always an option given the high
fees and travelling distances to banks. Savings
and Credit Groups are proving very effective in
some of the world’s most remote and
impoverished communities. They are selfgoverning and are run simply and transparently.
Members save together, loan their savings to
each other and share the profits. Tholulwazi
provides a 3 day training course to groups where
they learn the basics of the system and provides
materials for tracking and safe-guarding deposits.
An important envisioning exercise enables
members to set goals - such as how much they
want to save and what they wish to spend the
saved money on. We have witnessed remarkable
results and had an increased demand for training
Implementation partners: Save Act, Tembe Tribal Authority.
Our network: JAW (Justice and Women), CREATE


Social Justice
This program aims to alleviate the impact of
HIV and other debilitating illnesses, as well as
poverty on marginalized people by assisting
them to gain access to Government social
support systems.
The program has been designed to improve
access to Government support for caregivers of
orphans and vulnerable children, the elderly
and people living with compromised health
and disabilities.
With the high unemployment and HIV prevalence
in the area, paralegal assistance is one of the
most significant forms of sustainable help
Tholulwazi can provide to mostly HIV affected
orphan families. We offer guidance in the
complicated, lengthy process of accessing and
applying for grants. The paralegal team also
assists with ID photographs, transport and
monitoring applications that have been
submitted to the Department of Home Affairs.

